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put upon the fortitude of every individual was bound

to be very great.

The Dover Patrol was equal to it.    Its devotion.

expressed In a plodding, domed perseverance, stood the
test of frequent severe losses in men arid ship*, and of
continuous severe strain on Its mental and phy>ical
faculties as a whole. The tale of the Dover Patrol
Is the tale of a small nucleus of ships and crews of the
Royal Navy, and round it of a great number of oilier
men and other vessels, mostly fisher-folk and fisher-
craft, with the addition of Merchant Service men and
of R.N.R. and R.X.V.R. officers and ratings. Though,
properly speaking, not belonging to the fighting service,
all those men lived up to their old tradition and were
found sufficient for the trust reposed In them.

They were found sufficient. No praise could be
more adequately expressed, when one looks at the mag-
nitude of the trust and the arduous character of the
operations It imposed upon the men and the ships of the
Dover command. Originating IE the simple Downs
Boarding Flotilla, under the orders of the naval officer
commanding at Harwich, the Dover Patrol developed
an independent existence and by the establishment of
fortified German naval bases on the coast of Flanders
acquired an importance In the scheme of naval defence
which cannot well be exaggerated. The reinforcements
and supplies for the army, the food for the country,
demanded the safety of the Straits. Had the enemy
probed the weakness of the Dover Patrol and broken
with Ms overwhelming force through that thin de-
fence to invade the waters of the Channel, it would
have been a disaster, the fatal consequences of which
Imagination even now shrinks from contemplating.

The great sailor-like qualities of the Dover Patrol,